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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Theodore E. Galanthay on 04/25/06. The application has been amended as follows: 



In the claims: 




Claim 8. 


(cancelled). 


Claims 9-11. 


(cancelled). 


Claims 13-35. 


(cancelled). 


Claims 41-42. 


(cancelled). 


Claims 46-57. 


(cancelled). 


Claims 71-72. 


(cancelled). 


Claims 81-92. 


(cancelled). 



REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. Claims 58-70 and 73-80 are allowed. The following is a statement of the examiner's 
reasons for allowance. The present application relates to apparatus for coupling optical fibers to 
optoelectronic devices, systems including the apparatus and optoelectronic components, and 
methods of forming the apparatus and system. Regarding claim 58, the prior art fails to disclose 
the step of encapsulating at least a portion of the electrical connectors and at least a portion of the 
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waveguide with the same contiguous encapsulant, thereby maintaining said portion of electrical 
connectors and the waveguide in a fixed space relationship. Regarding claim 70, the prior art 
fails to disclose an encapsulant surrounding and in adherent contact with at least a portion of the 
connector and at least a portion of the transmission medium, thereby maintaining the electrical 
connector and the optical transmission medium in a fixed space relationship. The claimed 
invention is therefore considered to be in condition for allowance as being novel and non- 
obvious over prior art. 

3. The prior art taken either singly or in combination fails to anticipate or fairly suggest the 
limitations of the independent claims, in such a manner that a rejection under 35 USC 102 or 103 
would be improper. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement 
of Reasons for Allowance." 

Other Information/Remarks 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. McFarland et al. (US Patent 6,960,031) discloses similar optical coupling devices. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack Dinh whose telephone number is 571-272-2327. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 AM - 6:00 PM). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky L. Mack can be reached on 571-272-2333. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jack Dinh 



04/25/06 
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